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BONDS MEADOW COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
 

MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 
25th SEPTEMBER 2014 AT 37 HADLEIGH DRIVE OULTON BROAD 

 
Present 
 
Allyson Barron (Chair), John Ward, Margaret Martin, Sheila Hunter, Brian Hunter,  
Christina Brinded, Peter Brinded, Peter Aldous 
 
Previous Minutes 
 
The meeting held on 27th August was informal.  Notes of that meeting were taken but the minutes of 
the last formal meeting on 30th July needed to be ratified.  The minutes of the meeting on 30th July 
were agreed to be correct. 
 
Matters Arising 
 
Knotweed.  Allyson has visited the Meadow with Mark Ross of Waveney Norse, but could not find 
any.  Peter Aldous confirmed it is growing in the garden where the fence has broken.  Mark Ross is 
aware of this.  Mark visited the resident but they said it was not their property.  Allyson was given 
permission to go door knocking in Elmhurst Avenue.  The Committee felt that as this is a notifiable 
plant, it is the Council’s responsibility to do a search to discover the owner of the land and take 
action.  Peter Aldous confirmed that the knotweed is spreading.  Allyson will e-mail Mark tonight 
reminding him that this has been reported.   
 
Boundary Fence.   We believe the broken boundary fence is on the same land as where the 
knotweed is growing. 
 
Strimmer.  This is now repaired and the strimming has been completed.  Thanks to Peter Aldous. 
 
Fly Tipping.  There is new follow-up from Allyson’s reporting of it.  Waveney District Council are 
writing to all residents in Chestnut Avenue, Elmhurst Avenue and Bonds Meadow (residential area).  
We agreed that this should be left to the Council as the responsible authority, but we should keep 
reminding them.   
 
Encroachment on Jay’s Meadow.  Peter Brinded asked if the owners of “Conkers” are aware of the 
tractor coming on to their land.  Allyson believes the land in question is “no-man’s” land, but Peter 
Aldous said the owner of “Conkers” said it is his land.  Mark Ross has confirmed it is not Bonds 
Meadow land so is not under our jurisdiction.  Therefore we can have no further involvement. 
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Chair’s Report 
 
Allyson and Mark Ross have visited the Meadow, as stated in Matters Arising.  Mowing and raking 
are completed.  We discussed future projects.  This included replacement benches.  Mark Ross has 
suggested a Waveney District Council bench.  Allyson said we prefer to make our own rustic bench 
from fallen wood.  The WDC benches are not particularly compatible with the area.  The broken 
bench must be repaired as it is dangerous.  John suggested building a bank people could sit on.  It 
could be bolstered by sleepers.  It would be damp at times.  We will look into this.  Allyson showed 
Mark the orchard clearing.  He suggested putting in a metal detector.  This was done two months 
ago, so there is no point in doing it again.  Allyson mentioned the water flow.  Mark agreed the pond 
needs clearing but also agreed that the blocking of the stream is probably causing a problem.  We 
still believe that the blocking and land encroachment by two residents is illegal, but we are unsure 
how to proceed.  After discussion we agreed to write to Legal Services asking why no action has 
been taken (with a copy to Councillor Colin Law).  Mention other residents have complained and 
asked what is stopping other people from doing it? 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
Balance at Last Meeting      £1143.12 

- Strimmer Repair    £     15.60 
- Agreed Float for Peter Aldous 

For Incidental Expenses    £     35.00 
 

Current Balance      £1092.52 
 
Project Management Report 
 
Peter Aldous presented a written report.  Work has included Himalayan Balsam eradication, pond 
clearance and Oak tree branch removal.  Mowing took place on 9th September.  Silage was raked in 
eight hours over two sessions.  The Orchard trees will need planting.  This is best done during the 
October half-term.  These can be delivered by Holly Nurseries.  Allyson will speak to them next week.  
Peter asked if the footpaths can be cut by Waveney district Council twice a year.  There are concerns 
about this affecting the wildflowers, but we do not have the capacity in numbers of volunteers to 
hand-pull nettles.  Strimming encourages nettles to grow.  In an ideal world we would carry out the 
work by hand, but at present we will have to accept mowing.  We agreed to accept Waveney Norse 
mowing the footpaths twice a year.  Christina advised that both meadows will need mowing again in 
January.  Mark Ross is prepared to coppice the understory of trees.  This needs to be cleared with 
the Waveney Norse tree person.  There is a new person in place.  Allyson will liaise with them.  
Allyson will organise another visit with Waveney Norse, with Peter Aldous attending.  John would 
like to be kept informed.   
 
Forthcoming Events 
 
Half-Term starts on 25th October.  Allyson will arrange a litter-pick then.  Equipment can be obtained 
from Waveney Norse. 
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Asda Grant 
 
We have a £250 grant from Asda to be spent on the Meadow.  We discussed signage in the form of 
an Information board stating that Bonds Meadow is looked after.  We discussed sharing the cost 
with WDC and getting advice from Suffolk County Council.  Allyson will get costings for two boards 
(one at each end).    Allyson will contact a local councillor regarding a locality grant.  The last 
wildflower planting was not as successful as in previous years.  We discussed what, if anything, we 
should do differently.  Christina recommended that Yellow Rattle should be sown now to prevent 
rough couch grass growing.  We agreed to buy Yellow Rattle and other wildflowers and try again.  
Allyson will order from Emorsgate.  (£100 limit).  Majority of seeds to be Yellow Rattle with a mix of 
others.  Peter Brinded recommended looking at the Emorsgate web-site from advice.   
 
Membership Drive and Newsletter 
 
A leaflet drop was suggested.  Brian suggested e-mailing up-dates on Bonds Meadow to Carolyn 
Gosling who can get reports to Lowestoft Journal.  Margaret will do a draft.  This should include the 
Tuesday working parties (volunteers always needed) and the web-site.  
 
Website 
 
The badger sighting needs to be added.  John will organise this. 
 
AOB 
 
Christina thanked Peter Aldous for taking over the project management.  She is available for advice if 
needed.  She would like to plant a Rowan tree in late October (as previously agreed).  Christina will 
liaise with Margaret concerning a visit to Holly Nurseries to choose one.   
 
Date of Next Meeting 
 
7.30 pm on Thursday 6th November at Ashdale. 

 
   

 
 


